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As the Easter season closes and we head into 

May with Team Selection and then to June 

with the Kick-Off Mass and Picnic, now is the 

time to be like the Apostles following the 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  Jesus the 

Christ prepared and commissioned those who 

believed in Him to go out and share the Good 

News.  “And he commanded us to preach 

unto the people, and to testify that it is he 

which was ordained of God…” Acts 10:42.  The 

Gospel spread from Jerusalem to Rome to the 

world through these efforts. 

 

If you are like me, many of your friends are 

Cursillistas.  While that is a great thing, we all 

need to make a sincere effort to be friends 

with other Catholics who don’t have a strong 

relationship with Jesus Christ so they can 

come to know Him and to share in the 

mission to spread His Word.  While we may 

not need to travel to far-away places like 

Philippi, Tarsus, Corinth, Antioch or Caesarea 

to spread the Good News like St. Peter and St. 

Paul did, we may need to travel beyond our 

usual environments and make new friends. 

We may need to revisit people we shared this 

Good News with in the past to see if God has 

placed it on their hearts that now is the time. 

“And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, 

Let us go again and visit our brethren in every 

city where we have preached the word of the 

Lord, and see how they do.”  Acts 15:36.  

Boldly share your Easter story with those 

around you.  Make new friends, visit old friends, 

and let your friends know about the effect that 

Cursillo has had on your life.  Feel free to invite 

your friends to your small group reunions and to 

Ultreya.  

Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring your Friends to 

the 88
th

 Allentown Cursillo weekends! 

    Woody Sicilliano 

    Lay Director 

  

      
Tony Martocci, the rector for the 88th Men’s 
Weekend, is a native of the Lehigh Valley and now 
lives in Center Valley.  He is a member of 
Assumption BVM parish in Colesville where he has 
been involved with many parish activities.  He and 
his wife, Mary, will celebrate their 56th wedding 
anniversary this August.  They have 5 children.  
Tony has also been involved with the Boy Scouts 
for over 40 years.   He is retired from Bethlehem 
Steel. 
 
My name is Susan Teaford and I have the 
amazing honor to have been chosen as the 
Rectora for the 88

th
 Women’s Weekend.   I am a 

member of the Church of St. Benedict in Mohnton.  
I made my own weekend, the 80

th
, in October 2009 

and I sat at St. Cecelia’s table.  (pause for polite 
applause!)    (cont’d. on page 2) 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters-- 
 
     Whether your Cursillo experience was in 1970 or 
2016...whether you are actively involved in the movement or 
not at this time...I am sure that you have clear memories of the Cursillo 
experience that are ever in your heart.  I certainly hope that these memories and 
experiences assist in deepening your relationship with Jesus and strengthening 
your faith.  I find that certain gospel passages echo the Cursillo message.           
 
 This year on the Third Sunday of Easter we hear from Saint Luke how the 
early disciples came to recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread.  This 
passage highlights three ways of communicating the paschal message (the death 
and resurrection of Jesus): 
 1) in the faithful testimony of the early disciples,  
 2) in the Sacred Scriptures and  
 3) in the Eucharist.   
 
 This gospel is particularly easy to step into and become part of the scene. I 
believe the Cursillo message is one that mirrors Jesus' actions:    
 1)  through people who have made the Cursillo,  
 2) through the method of Cursillo, and  
 3) in the action of community sharing.   
 
 Just as the disciples’ eyes were opened and their hearts were burning within 
them, may that be the way we remember our Cursillo experience.   
 

       Con carino,   
       Fr. Marty Kern  

Meet the Rector/Rectora  (cont’d. from page 1) 
 
Since making my own weekend, I have served on 4 teams, serving in kitchen, giving the Ideal 
and Study talks, as well as serving as Head of Physical. (Don’t believe what the Army says….Head 
of Physical is the toughest job you will ever love!)   
 

I have been a parishioner at St. Benedict since 1992 and continue to lector there as well as 
taking care of altar linens/cloths and making the occasional banner when asked.  I am privileged 
to volunteer every Wednesday at the Saint Christopher Catholic Newman Center, assisting Fr. 
Rich Brensinger and serving  the most amazing college students I have ever met.  One has even 
begun studies for the Priesthood at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia. 
 

While I am extremely nervous about the work that lies ahead, I know that God will bless me with 
the most amazing team--He has already chosen Lisa Ianni as the Assistant Rectora!  Please keep 
the team, the candidates and me in your prayers.  I am confident that anything done for the 
love of God will be fruitful and I pray that I may be a blessing to others as so many of you have 
been to me.  De Colores! 
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On April 19, 2017, we said farewell to 

a  good friend and brother, Sav 

Pasquallucci.  For those who were 

not able to attend, we are reprinting here the 

homily written by Fr. Bob McConahy and shared 

by the main celebrant, Fr. Stephen Halabura. 

 

“A few days ago we celebrated Easter.  The 

Gospel that day died not begin with “Once 

upon a time!”   Once upon a time is a bedtime 

story, pure fiction.  So then Easter would be a 

time to recall that a really good man, an 

innocent man, was put to death.  Then, boys 

and girls, he cam back to life, and everyone lied 

happily ever after.  So now let’s have an Easter 

egg hunt and let the rabbits roam free. 

No, Easter is in fact, a profound truth.  On Good 

Friday all of Jerusalem knew the truth:  Jesus of 

Nazareth had been put to death.  Jesus eas 

placed in a borrowed tomb.  On Easter Sunday 

morning He would give back what he borrowed. 

Another truth was proclaimed that day, different 

than the one on Good Friday; and the awesome 

truth of Easter is that death itself has been put 

to death.  If that is not the truth then Sav is just 

a memory, gone into the ether waves never to 

be seen again:  Death, a mere cessation of his 

existence.  And so I could begin my 

eulogy...Once upon a time there was a man 

named Sav.  No, not once upon a time, not a 

mere memorial, not just a casket and tears, but 

the truth; Sav right now is more alive than you 

and me and if that’s not true then I am a 

complete fool and have wasted 43 years of my 

life. 

I will have a chance to preach the homily I 

promised to Sav when we celebrate the 40th 

day of his death.  But what would Sav want me 

to say now, half a world away in the Philippines?  

That he was my best friend, a man I called 

Sqaluch and who called me Gumbah!!  Yes, 

that’s true.  That he loved gold and ironically 

died on Masters’ weekend; that the secret of his 

61 year marriage to his beloved Betty Jane was 

simple:  when she is happy, I am happy.  When 

she is unhappy, I am unhappy.  That he took 

profound pride and joy in both his sons and his 

grandchildren.  That I could never pry him from 

voting democrat.  All of this is true.  But all of 

that could be said in an obituary.  But when it 

comes to meanings, obituaries say so little. 

I met Sav for the first time when he was on 

team to give a Cursillo weekend.  I was the 

spiritual director.  He gave a talk on piety that 

weekend.  He told the men about his obsession 

with golf.  That sometimes he would play 27 

holes a day, rain or shine.  He was a go to 

church Sunday Catholic who wished the priest 

would get through he Mass quickly so he could 

make his tee time at Bethlehem Muni golf 

course, his true place of worship.  Thirty-five 

years later I still recall him saying, “For me piety 

was nothing more than a chocolate pie and a 

golf tee!!”  A conversion took place one night 

when he came home.  BJ was sleeping.  He was 

moved to kneel down in the dead silence of his 

living room and said, “God if you are real, 

change me.”  He said a simple Our Father and 

felt a deep peace come over him.  Men don’t 

usually tell something like that to other men.  It 

takes humility, not low self esteem, to be that 

open. 

Sav did not wear his religion on his sleeve but 

he loved listening to and engaging others 

about the Catholic faith.  People were drawn to 

him by his simple authenticity.  He would neer 

force his aith on anyone but he could persuade 

gently and let God’s grace to the rest.  His sense 

of huor put people at ease.  When he came to 

Manila 12 years ago at the tender age of 70 he 

immediately related to 500 young people and 

“Well done, Good and Faithful Servant” 
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had them in the palm of his hand.  His XYAB 

game with which he taught the importance of 

trust has reached thousands over the decades, 

leading them to be profoundly committed to 

trust in God. 

Sav was the best friend I’ve ever had.  He always 

affirmed my priesthood but simply called me 

Bob.  I never even once saw him lose his temper 

or yell.  He struggled with dying and asked me 

“what is God’s plan?” with his terminal illness.  I 

could not give him a stained glass answer.  I 

could only listen.  Now he knows. 

How do you take the measure of a Sav  

Pasqualucci?  I think the words of Shakespeare 

in his play “Julius Caesar” come close:  “The 

energies were so mixed in him that it would 

seem that all of the universe would bow down 

and say, now here is a man!!” 

There is a song near the end of the Broadway 

musical “Wicked” called “For Good.”  Its lyrics 

say it better than I ever could about my best 

friend. 

“I’ve heard it said that people come into our 

lives for a reason bringing something we must 

learn and we are led to those who help us most 

to grow—if we let them—and we help them in 

return.  Well, I don’t know if I believe that’s true, 

but I know I’m who I am today because I knew 

you.  Like a comet pulled from orbit and it 

passes the sun, like a stream that meets a 

boulder half way through the wood, who can 

say if I’ve been changed for the better, 

but...because I knew you...I have been changed 

for good.  It well may be that we will never 

meet again in this lifetime, so let me say before 

we part, so much of me is made of what I 

learned from you.  You will be with me like a 

hand print on my heart and now, whatever way 

our stories end, I know you have re-written 

mine by being my friend.  Who can say if I’ve 

been changed for the better; I do believe I have 

been changed for the better and because I 

knew you, because I knew you I have been 

changed for good!!! 

Farewell, my dear friend, and to all who loved 

this man, God’s peace.” 

 

 

  One More Day 
 

Thank you Lord for Morning’s light. 

You did not call my soul last night. 
 

You gift me with this brand new day 

Please light & guard for this I pray. 
 

Each day is special.  You give just one. 

May I live it wisely before it’s done. 
 

And when it’s gone & I’ve done my best 

Again I ask You to guard my rest. 
 

As days accumulate to years 

I’ll have my share of joy & tears. 
 

But with your grace I will survive 

Until that last day does arrive. 
 

Then home, I pray, I’ll go that night 

When you call my soul to Your light. 
 

  Praise the Lord 

  Sav Pasqualucci 

    - 6 - 99 

 

 
Donations to Cursillo 

Rev. Robert J. Reed Fund 
 
 

Send to: 
Theresa Racek, Treasurer 

603 N. 13th Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

 
 

Checks should be made payable 
to:  

Allentown  
Cursillo Movement 
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On April 8, 2017, a group of “leaders” from the 
Allentown Cursillo gathered at St.. Mary Church, 
Kutztown, to worship, pray, and learn more about 
our movement.  We were not disappointed! 
 
Beginning with a spirited liturgy, and continuing 
through the morning spent with our friends, we 
shared not only great fellowship, but also 
suggestions and ways to strengthen the Cursillo 
movement in the Diocese of Allentown. 
 
Our speakers talked about the workings and 
responsibilities of Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo and Post-
Cursillo.   
 
Kathy Green and Lisa Ianni began the 
presentations speaking about the responsibilities 
of Pre-Cursillo which can be summed up in the 
often heard phrase, “Make a 
friend, Be a friend and Bring a 
friend to Christ.”  Pre-Cursillo 
encompasses such activities as 
identifying potential 
Cursillistas, scheduling 
speakers and being speakers 
for church functions and 
groups to introduce Cursillo, 
and opening our homes to small groups in 
addition to the most important: praying,   By 
studying our own environments, we can identify 
individuals and couples who would benefit from 
making a weekend.  They stressed that it is our 
duty to introduce our friends to Christ first, not 
necessarily to Cursillo; be patient, step back, and 
let the Holy Spirit take over and remember that the 
Holy Spirit works in God’s time, not ours.  
 

Vince Wohlheiter made the 
announcement that Matt and 
Sandi Lloyd will now be heading 
up the Cursillo section which 
encompasses the Weekend—
from beginning to end.  This 
includes team selection, 
assigning mentors to assist the 
speakers, logistics of getting the 

candidates to and from the weekend, and setting 
up the closing.  He shared the ways we all can 
assist them in their responsibilities by attending 
the Kick-Off / Send-Off liturgies, and Closings; 
volunteering your services and most of all, 

supporting the teams by praying.  Vince did share 
one very important number with the group if 
anyone wanted to show their support for the 
Lloyds in their work—610-370-1799! 
 
 
Next on the agenda was Tony Saldutti who spoke 
on Post-Cursillo or our 4th Day and three tools 
available for us to use in continuing our journey.  
The first of these is our small group reunions, the 
heartbeat of the movement.  The second is Ultreya 
which brings our Group 
Reunions together and 
shares with the larger 
community how we are 
living our fourth day.  The 
third is the School of 
Leaders which has been 
called a “school of 
holiness and community,” 
and “an institute of 
Apostolic outreach and a 
vehicle that regenerates 
the Holy Spirit.” (Fundamentals of Cursillo #513 and 
532)  The morning spent together helps us learn in 
a different way how to put “Make a friend, Be a 
friend and Bring a friend to Christ” into use. 
 
 
Theresa Racek then spoke about the Fr. Reed 
Fund, sharing the who, what and why of its 
existence.  The Fund was set up to honor Fr. 
Robert Reed, the Spiritual Director of the 

Allentown Cursillo prior to 
Fr. Marty Kern.  It is funded 
by donations from the 
community and is used to 
support the weekend by 
assisting to cover the cost 
for those who might not be 
able to attend otherwise.  In 
the past two years, 
donations have been 
received in memory of Joan 

Kraft, Fr. Mike Briggman, Mary Ceil Landry, Carole 
Delp, and Dolly Magan and in honor of Fr. Pat 
Lamb as he transitioned to a new parish.  (If you 
would like to make a donation, please refer to the 
information on page 4.) 
 

(cont’d. on page 6) 
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Cursillo Events—2017 
 

2017 National Encounter –  

60th Anniversary of Cursillo  
 

The National Encounter will be held on July 

27-30, 2017 at Trinity University which is 

located 7 minutes from the airport in San 

Antonio, TX. Trinity University offers the 

ideal setting for our National Encounter 

with a state-of-the-art 2500-seat 

auditorium, air-conditioned residence halls 

and innovative meal menus that are 

available for all activities of our event. For 

more details, you can visit https://

conferences.trinity.edu  It is expected to be 

a fully packed National Encounter for 

celebrating the 60th Anniversary of Cursillo 

in the United States. See you there – bring 

a friend!  

After a short break, Deacon Bruce Swist took the 
podium to give us a talk about a talk without 
giving the talk!  And a great talk it was.  He 
shared with us “Life in Grace,” what it is not about 
as well as what it is about.  He covered the 
outline of the talk and how he has presented the 
topics listed.  He 
reminded us that 
Cursillo is not an 
individual process 
or movement, but 
that we are a 
community, we are 
a charism and we 
are Catholic.  And 
one way to learn about and grow in our life in 
grace can be found by attending the Defending 
the Faith Conference in Steubenville, Ohio, in 
July!! 

 
Our final speaker of the morning was Sandi Lloyd 
who gave us an overview of the weekend itself:  
the themes for each day and how the talks of the 
day build on each other.  Day 1 is an “Encounter 
with Self” and includes the talks on Ideal, Laity 
and Piety as well as Grace I and Grace II talks.  

Day 2 is an “Encounter with 
Jesus as Savior, Brother and 
Friend” and how we live this 
new relationship with Christ.  
The talks cover Study, Action 
and Leaders in addition to the 
Sacraments and Obstacles to 
Grace talks.  On the 3rd day, we 
cover our “Encounter with 

Others” where we hear about our Environment, 
Christianity in Action, Cursillista Beyond the 
Cursillo, Total Security, and our Life in Grace.  But 
perhaps the most important part of every 
weekend is its supernatural nature.  However 
hard we try to have everything planned, we soon 
realize that the Holy Spirit is in charge and that in 
trying to do our best, we sometimes get in the 
way! 
 
Thanks to all who gave such informational and 
entertaining presentations and to Jim Clee who 
organized the day.  It was a great time spent with 
our fellow Cursillistas. 
 
Please plan to attend our next School of 
Leaders which will be held at St. Mary Parish, 
Kutztown, on Saturday, June 10th. Our speaker 

will be a representative from Region II who will 
provide insights and information on 
Sponsorship. 
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JUNE 2017   

Sat., June 10 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:00 AM 

Mon., June 12 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

Mon., June 19 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena,  Reading (Social Hall) 7:30 PM 

Sat., June 24 Kick-off Mass & Picnic St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 10:30 AM 

Mon., June 26 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

JULY 2017   

Mon., July 10 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

Mon., July 17 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading (Social Hall) 7:30 PM 

Mon., July 24 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

AUGUST 2017   

Mon., Aug. 14 Allentown ULtreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

Mon., Aug. 21 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading (Social Hall) 7:30 PM 

Mon., Aug. 28 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

SEPTEMBER 2017   

Sat., Sept. 9 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:00 AM 

Mon., Sept. 11 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

Mon., Sept. 18 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading (Social Hall) 7:30 PM 

Mon., Sept. 25 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown  (Heritage Hall) 7:00 PM 

OCTOBER  2017   

Mon., Oct. 9 Send-off Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 7:00 PM 

Thur., Oct. 12 Men’s Weekend St. Francis Center for Renewal, Bethlehem  

Sun., Oct. 15 Men’s Closing 
St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown  

(Parish Center) 
6:00 PM 

Thurs., Oct. 19 Women’s Weekend St. Francis Center for Renewal, Bethlehem  

Sun., Oct. 22 Women’s Closing 
St. Francis of Assisi, Allentown  

(Parish Center) 
6:00 PM 
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